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Brookewood School is a Catholic, independent school where young women 
develop a firm intellect and faith and a generous and adventurous spirit. 
Within a single-sex setting, Brookewood teaches a curriculum comprised of 
the liberal arts, the Catholic tradition, and experiential learning, one which 
allows girls to thrive intellectually, spiritually, and holistically. 

Our content-rich liberal arts curriculum, which is based on the heritage of 
human achievement in the True, the Good, and the Beautiful, challenges 
students to engage in the world with cultural literacy and confidence. 
Additionally, students grow in their faith through regular celebration of 
Mass, study of the New Catechism of the Catholic Church, and participation 
in festival days. To round out a religious and classical education, 
Brookewood prides itself on teaching through experience; frequent field 
trips, nature walks, poetry recitations, and festival days are essential to 
students’ understanding of the world. In order to foster this unique 
education, class sizes are purposely small, allowing students to form close 
bonds with each other and enabling teachers to focus individual attention 
on each student. In addition, our robust house system encourages 
sisterhood and camaraderie among students across grade levels. Finally, 
Brookewood warmly welcomes students of all faiths, races, and national or 
ethnic origins. 

Brookewood acknowledges that parents are the primary educators of their 
children and that by sending their daughters to Brookewood, they extend 
and share that responsibility with the school. Brookewood strives to keep 
open communication between parents and teachers so that the school may 
best serve students’ needs.



BROOKEWOOD SCHOOL 
Brookewood honors the Brookes, an early Maryland family, who first settled 
along the Patuxent River in Calvert County in the seventeenth century. In 
the pre-Revolutionary period, when only three hundred Americans were 
educated in Europe from all thirteen colonies, the Brookes sent thirty-four 
sons and daughters to receive the classical and religious education offered 
there. A scion of the Brooke family was one of the first settlers in what 
would eventually become Montgomery County, one of the first counties to 
voluntarily give up chattel slavery. 
 
 
THE BROOKEWOOD SCHOOL CREST 
The Brookewood crest depicts three roses above a blue brook on a silver 
shield; the blazon, or the formal description of the crest, is a fess wavy azure 
on a field argent with three rose gules in chief. The fess wavy is an 
eponymous device for a brook and three roses represent holiness in family, 
work, and social life. 
 
THE SCHOOL MOTTO “NOLITE TIMERE” 
Depicted under the Brookewood crest is the Latin motto Nolite Timere,  
which means “Be not afraid!”; it is heard and spoken often to both students 
and faculty to remind them of God’s holy command. The phrase, seen over a 
hundred times in the Old and New Testaments, is also a frequent injunction 
of Blessed Pope St. John Paul II to youth. Two particular moments in the 
New Testament highlight the great wonders God creates when his people 
are not afraid but are obedient to His word: the Holy Virgin’s birth of Christ 
and Peter’s walking on the water. Brookewood strives to fearlessly follow 
God’s word so that we, too, may do great works.  



The House System 

Unique to Brookewood is a system of four houses in which students are 
placed at the beginning of their Brookewood academic careers. Each house is 
comprised of students from first to twelfth grade, fostering camaraderie 
among all age groups. The Houses are named in honor of women or families 
who were important in Maryland history or the United States: Arundel, 
Bourbon, Custis, and Darnall. 

The Brookewood Houses correspond to the houses at Avalon, Brookewood’s 
coordinate school for boys: Calvert, Stewart, Washington, and Carroll. The 
respective colors of the Brookewood Houses are red, blue, gold, and green. 

ARUNDEL HOUSE 
Anne Arundel, daughter of Thomas Arundel, Count of the Holy Roman 
Empire and Baron of Wardour, married Cecil Calvert, the second Lord 
Baltimore, who brought his father’s dream of Maryland to fruition. She was 
the mother of Benedict Calvert, third Lord Baltimore. Anne Arundel County, 
site of Maryland’s capital, is named for her. 

BOURBON HOUSE 
Henrietta Marie de Bourbon was the youngest daughter of Henry IV of 
France and married Charles I of England, who granted the charter of 
Maryland to Lord Baltimore. Henrietta Marie endeavored to ameliorate the 
harsh penal laws of England and nurtured the restoration of the Stewarts 
after the English Civil War. 

CUSTIS HOUSE 
Martha Dandridge Custis, a young widow, married George Washington. She 
shared his troubles and hardships as Commander-in-Chief of the 
Continental Army, which won American independence (with help from the 
Bourbon king of France) and was a gracious hostess for the President in his 
public duties and at Mount Vernon when they returned to private life. 

DARNALL HOUSE 
Darnall is the family name of several important women in Maryland history 
who married into the Calvert and Carroll families (both major branches). 
Eleanor Darnall was the mother of both Daniel Carroll, signer of the 
Constitution and commissioner charged with planning and setting up the 
District of Columbia, and John, first Catholic bishop of the United States. Her 
Rock Creek estate encompassed what would become Kensington. 





ACADEMICS 
 

STUDY AND HOMEWORK 
Students attend Brookewood School to develop themselves, and study is the 
primary means of doing so. Academic work takes place in the classroom and 
at home. Solid work habits include working at a regular time and place as 
well as regularly reading and reviewing course materials. Students who are 
absent from school are expected to make up the work missed as soon as 
they reasonably can. Participation in athletics or other activities does not 
excuse a student from her academic coursework. 
 
DEPORTMENT 
Students need to be physically, mentally, and materially prepared for study 
and homework, and should bring pens, pencils, notebooks, textbooks, and 
other required materials to their classes. Punctuality and outward 
appearance in dress and posture are signs of a student’s attitude and 
willingness to work. Adequate sleep and a nutritious breakfast and lunch are 
especially important in helping students concentrate. 
 
KINDERGARTEN ADMISSION 
A child shall be 5 years old on or before September 1 of a school year to be 
age-eligible for admission during that school year. 
 
REPORT CARDS AND TRANSCRIPTS 
Brookewood School issues report cards quarterly.  
 
STANDARDS BASED GRADING SYSTEM (SBG) FOR LOWER 
SCHOOL 
The following scale is used for the Lower School: 
Exceeds Expectations (EE)​ ​ Meets Expectations (ME)  
Approaching Expectations (AE)​ ​ Below Expectations (BE) 
 
GRADING SCALE FOR MIDDLE AND UPPER SCHOOLS 
P = Passing​ ​ S = Satisfactory  
U = Unsatisfactory​ I = Incomplete 
 
Grade Point Average (GPA) 

A+ (4.33) B+ (3.33) C+ (2.33) D+ (1.33) 

A (4.00) B (3.00) C (2.00) D (1.00) 

A- (3.67) B- (2.67) C- (1.67) D- (0.67) 



 
Brookewood adds .5 point to a student’s GPA for honors courses and 1 point 
for AP courses. 
 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS FOR UPPER SCHOOL 

●​ English 4 credits 
●​ Mathematics 4 credits 
●​ History 2 credits (one year of U.S. History) 
●​ Science 2 credits 
●​ Language 3 credits 
●​ Religion 4 credits 
●​ Electives 5 credits 

 
A student must complete 5 credits, including English and Mathematics, 
during the school year to be promoted. Some requirements may be waived 
with the permission of the Head of School. A student must pass 21 credit 
hours to graduate from high school in the state of Maryland. These credits 
must include at least 4 credits in English, 6 credits in science and 
mathematics (at least 2 science and 2 math), and 2 credits in social studies 
(including 1 credit of U.S. History). 
 
Any online classes, as approved by the Head of School, appear on the 
transcript with a grade of P/F and with the percentage grade noted for 
reference. 
 
To matriculate to the Upper School, an 8th grader must pass Algebra 1/2 or 
higher; that is, 9th graders must begin in Algebra I or higher. A year-end 
grade of B- or better is required for a student to remain on the honors track 
in sequential courses. Students whose grades are below a B- may remain on 
the honors track if they earn a B- or better in a summer school program 
approved by the Head of School. 
 
DEFINITION OF CREDIT 
One credit is given for the completion of each high school course (four 
marking periods) with a grade of D- or above. 
 
ACADEMIC PROBATION 
A student in Middle or Upper School who receives two grades below C- or 
one grade below D- for course work at the end of the first, second, or third 
marking period will be placed on academic probation. A meeting may be 
held with parents to work out concrete means of improvement over the 
remainder of the year. (Mandatory Study Hall is frequently among the 
means used to improve student performance.) Students who do not show 
appreciable improvement or a serious effort to improve may be asked to 
leave the school. 



SUMMER SCHOOL 
Brookewood School requires summer school (or repetition of the course) for 
Middle and Upper School students whose year-end average in a sequential 
course for the year is below a C-. The Head of School must approve any 
summer course to be taken by students. 
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY 
Academic honesty allows for true academic success and for the authentic 
development of one’s abilities. When dishonest, students commit an 
injustice against others and harm themselves by replacing genuine 
academic effort with fraud. 
 
The following examples constitute offenses against academic honesty: 

●​ Cheating on a quiz or test 
●​ Copying another student’s homework 
●​ Allowing another student to copy one’s work 
●​ Plagiarism, or the unacknowledged borrowing of the work of 

another author (ideas or language) or unacknowledged 
re-submission of one’s own material from a different class 

●​ Using unauthorized aids, including AI 
 
A teacher may have conversations with a student when there are grounds 
for suspicion of AI use, including grounds established through a credible AI 
detector. As always, teachers will be open to listening to students talk about 
their process, but students must be careful not to use AI grammar aids or 
composition tools without prior permission of the individual teacher. While 
teachers may make exceptions for their classrooms, the default position is 
that AI use is not permitted, including not only LLMs but also writing aids 
such as Grammarly and predictive text. 
 
An offense against academic honesty warrants a parental notification and 
loss of credit. In the Upper School, a student with a first offense may 
re-write honestly a plagiarized paper to recoup 50% credit; in the Middle 
School 70% credit. Because academic honesty is vital to the mission of the 
school, repeated offenses may result in failing grades for the marking 
period, suspension, or expulsion. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Regular and punctual attendance is expected and required of all students at 
Brookewood School. Detention may be assigned for unexcused absences or 
lateness. If a student has accrued 5 absences, she may be asked to attend 
Saturday Study Hall, from 9 am–12 pm, as assigned. 
 
In case of absence from school for illness or another serious reason, a 
parent or guardian should contact the school office. Students who are 
absent from school are expected to make up the work they missed as soon 



as they reasonably can. Absence from school precludes a student’s 
participation in athletic and extracurricular activities that day. Parents are 
asked to recognize the priority of studies in making decisions about 
absences. Days in attendance are recorded on school transcripts. 
 
ILLNESS DURING SCHOOL HOURS 
Students who are ill or injured MUST report to the school office to be 
evaluated. In the fall, each family is asked to fill out a permission form to 
allow for the dispensing of specific over-the-counter medications. School 
personnel will contact a parent or guardian if it is deemed necessary for the 
student to leave school. Students who have had a fever over 100°F or who 
have vomited in the last twenty-four hours are not permitted on campus. 
 
PUNCTUALITY 
School starts at 8:30 am. Students arriving to class after this time will be 
marked tardy. A student who arrives at school after homeroom must report 
directly to the school office to sign in to school in order to be admitted to 
class and recorded as present for the day. Punctuality to class is an 
expectation. Excessive tardiness may warrant a Saturday Study Hall, 9 
am–12 pm, as assigned. To participate in after-school activities on a given 
day, a student must arrive at school no later than 11:00 am. 
 
EXTENDED ABSENCES 
If parents wish to take their daughter out of school for several days for 
personal reasons, a parent is advised to discuss the matter with the 
appropriate teachers and administrator ahead of time in order to craft an 
appropriate plan for make-up work, including Saturday Study Halls. 
 
EARLY DISMISSAL 
Every effort should be made to schedule appointments with doctors, 
dentists, etc., outside of school hours. If it is necessary for a student to leave 
school during the day, a note, dated and signed by a parent or guardian 
stating the reason, must be presented to the school office before the first 
period begins. 
 
A student may be excused from class for a sports event or for a specific 
purpose at school with the prior permission of the teacher. Ascertaining and 
completing work covered during the missed class time is the responsibility 
of the student. If a student is part of a carpool, it is her parents’ 
responsibility to notify the office of any changes related to early dismissal. 
 
SCHOOL CLOSING FOR INCLEMENT WEATHER AND 
OTHER EMERGENCIES 
Brookewood School follows Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) for 
closings, delayed openings, and early dismissals. Please check radio station 



WTOP (FM 103.5) on days of inclement weather when MCPS has a scheduled 
day off. Text message alerts are available at: 
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/emergency/alertmcps.aspx 
 
PERSONAL APPEARANCE and UNIFORM 
Brookewood School aims to be a stepping stone to adult responsibility and 
professional work. Appropriate standards of dress and grooming must be 
maintained. In general, students are expected to present themselves in a 
clean, modest, and tasteful manner. 
 
UNIFORMS 
Brookewood students wear uniforms in order to maintain a neat, tasteful, 
and modest self-presentation, one that enables them to maintain their focus 
on their studies and their community. The uniform reflects the identity, 
unity, and spirit of our school. 
 
Uniform items are offered through Flynn O’Hara, and our polos, sweaters, 
and outerwear are offered both there and through Lands’ End. Common 
sense is an indispensable guide, but the following guidelines apply: 
 

●​ Upper School students will wear the uniform navy box-pleat skirt, 
with the hem at the top of the knee, with a white polo or oxford 
shirt with Brookewood embroidery. They may add an approved 
maroon/burgundy quarter-zip, cardigan sweater, v-neck sweater, 
crew-neck sweater, or blazer all with the Brookewood name and 
embroidery. Some of the shirts and outerwear are sold by Flynn 
O’Hara and some are sold by Lands’ End. 

 
●​ Middle School students will wear the plaid uniform kilt skirt, with 

the hem no more than three inches above the knee, with a navy 
V-neck sweater, a navy crew-style sweatshirt, or a navy half-zip 
fleece, all with the Brookewood name and crest embroidery. Some 
of these items are sold at Flynn O’Hara and some are sold at Lands’ 
End. 

 
●​ Lower School students will wear the uniform jumper, with the hem 

no more than three inches above the knee, with a white polo shirt 
(no embroidery required). For colder weather, they may wear a navy 
cardigan sweater, a navy V-neck sweater, a navy crew style 
sweatshirt, or a navy half-zip fleece, all with the Brookewood name 
and crest embroidery. Some of these items are sold at Flynn O’Hara 
and some are sold at Lands’ End. 

 
No Brookewood sports team athletic wear will be permitted to be worn 
during the school day, except by the permission of the Headmaster. 
 



Uniform socks must be black or white; socks must cover the ankle, and knee 
socks are permitted. Plain black or navy tights or leggings are permitted as 
well. No other legwear is permitted. 
 
Students in grades K–5 may only wear Mary Jane-style shoes. 
 
For students in grades 6–12, a leather dress shoe in solid, neutral blue, black, 
or brown is required. Loafers, tied shoes, and Mary Jane-style shoes are 
acceptable. Shoes must be solid neutral blue, black, or brown leather dress 
shoes or tie suede Buck shoes. No athletic shoes, ballet flats, Keds, sneakers, 
or boots may be worn. 
 
Note: The complete school uniform dress must be worn at all times during 
school hours except for physical education period and work days. Field trip 
dress is dictated by the occasion and is at the discretion of the teacher. 
Appropriate physical education dress is Brookewood PE shorts (available 
through the Spirit Wear shop), house shirts, half-calf socks, and athletic 
shoes. 

 
ACCESSORIES 
No non-uniform pieces may be worn during school hours. Jewelry should be 
simple and in the spirit of the uniform code. Piercings must be limited to 
the ear lobe. The school reserves the right to determine the 
appropriateness of accessories. 
 
GROOMING 
The school requires a neat, modest, natural appearance. Brookewood 
encourages students to express themselves through upright character and 
finds that they flourish best when they put their energy toward serving 
others rather than drawing attention to themselves. 
Brookewood requires that hair remain a natural color.  A student in violation 
of this policy will be sent home, with an unexcused absence, to remedy her 
hair color. 
 
Students may not write on their bodies. 
 
ACCOUNTABILITY 
Students must meet the standards of dress and grooming to be allowed to 
attend class. A student who must miss class or leave school to remedy a 
dress code violation will receive an unexcused absence. 
 
Students are expected to arrive in uniform, with outerwear as needed. 
Please note that the uniform code includes acceptable sweatshirts and 
leggings. Outerwear must be removed upon arrival, and no other pieces 
(non-uniform sweatshirts or sweaters, pajama pants, etc.) are permitted. 
Teachers/staff will confiscate non-uniform pieces for the day; a student 



who does not surrender the requested item has been defiant, and stronger 
penalties are warranted. 
 
BEHAVIORAL GUIDELINES 
Every student should strive to contribute to the good atmosphere of the 
school by respecting the rights of others, especially their right to learn. It is 
our expectation that each student will always behave in a manner that 
reflects well on herself and her school. Punishment may include additional 
class work, lunchtime or after-school detention, or maintenance of the 
school and grounds. 
 
Inappropriate behavior in the school vans may result in removal from school 
transportation for a day, a week, or permanently. The transportation fee will 
not be refunded if a student is removed due to poor behavior. 
 
As a means of promoting good order in the school, the following infractions 
are among those punishable: 

●​ Academic dishonesty (see Academic Honesty) 
●​ Unexcused absence from school or class (see Attendance) 
●​ Display of disrespect for faculty or staff 
●​ Failure to comply with the reasonable request or direction of a 

faculty or staff member 
●​ Leaving campus without permission 
●​ Taunts of a racial, religious, or ethnic nature 
●​ Unjustified aggression such as bullying, verbal ostracizing, or 

unwelcoming comments 
●​ Foul or blasphemous language 
●​ Serious or repeated disruption of class 
●​ Misuse or lack of respect for school property (e.g., throwing 

textbooks, marking a desk, littering, vandalism, etc.) 
●​ Damaging or defacing bulletin boards 
●​ Unauthorized entry or presence in a room 
●​ Dress code violations (see Personal Appearance and Uniform) 
●​ Lack of proper materials (text, notebook, homework, etc.) 
●​ Lack of appropriate clothing for P.E. classes 
●​ Eating or drinking in unauthorized areas; chewing gum 
●​ Use of copier without the permission of a faculty or staff member 
●​ Throwing food 
●​ Possession of a cell phone, smartwatch, or other internet-enabled 

device or a camera or other video or audio recording device from 
arrival at school until dismissal (see Internet-Enabled and 
Recording Devices, Including Cell Phones) 

●​ Any other behavior that affects the tone of the school negatively 
whether done willfully or thoughtlessly 

 
 



SUSPENSION/EXPULSION 
The following offenses, due to their serious nature, often merit either 
immediate suspension or, in extreme cases, expulsion. In cases of 
suspension, readmission may be permitted only after the school receives a 
written request for readmission from the student that is also signed by a 
parent. 

●​ Failure to comply with the reasonable request or direction of a 
faculty or staff member 

●​ Vandalism of school (including the defacing of bulletin boards, vans, 
etc.) or of another’s property 

●​ Drug, alcohol, firearm or other weapon use or possession on 
campus (see Substance Abuse Policy) 

●​ Theft 
●​ Possession of obscene materials on campus 
●​ Any act that puts someone else in danger of serious harm 
●​ Taunts of a racial, religious, or ethnic nature 
●​ Inappropriate aggression 
●​ Unexcused absence at detention 
●​ Smoking or vaping 
●​ Disregard for the ideals and goals of the Brookewood School 

evidenced by repeated violations of the school’s behavioral 
guidelines 

 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE POLICY 
Any student who uses, possesses, or is under the influence of alcohol, illegal 
drugs or psychoactive substances on campus or during school-sponsored 
activities may be suspended or expelled. Similarly, any student who is 
arrested for illegal drug use or possession may be expelled. If the student is 
allowed to remain in the school, she is required to be tested for drug use 
every two weeks for six months at parental expense. Failure to pass a drug 
test during this period will result in expulsion. 
 
Because drug use harms the academic and social tone of the school, the 
school will inform the parents if it hears of such use to alert them to the 
possibility. The school may require the student to take a drug test. 
 
PERSONAL PROPERTY 
Some personal belongings, such as headphones, earbuds, iPods, and 
smartphones, should not be used at school during the day. We consider 
them inappropriate because they often interfere with the development of 
the authentic relationships and friendships to which we aspire as a 
community. They are not to be used during the school day or on any 
school-sponsored trip. Faculty may confiscate such items. 
 
 



LOST AND FOUND 
Due to the high volume of items left unclaimed, the lost and found will be 
cleared periodically. Appropriate items will be cleaned and donated to 
charity. A Lost and Found bin is located outside the school office. Please 
label all clothing, books, etc. 
 
INTERNET-ENABLED AND RECORDING DEVICES, 
INCLUDING CELL PHONES 
No Lower or Middle School student is permitted to bring a cell phone, 
smartwatch, e-reader, or other internet-enabled device to school. Audio 
and video recording devices and cameras are also not allowed at school.  
 
An Upper School student who brings a cell phone, e-reader, smartwatch, or 
other internet-enabled device or a camera or video or audio-recording 
device to school must drop off her device in the school-designated place 
upon arrival to school, and she may pick up her device upon dismissal for 
the day. Students must plan for the day—have access to a debit card for 
lunch if desired, for example—keeping in mind the lack of access to her cell 
phone. 
 
Parent-child communication will take place through the main office. 
 
Students may use laptops or tablets at school only with the specific 
permission of a teacher or staff member.   
 
SOCIAL MEDIA AND OTHER DIGITAL FORUMS   
At Brookewood, we hope to foster healthy relationships within the 
community even as we wish to teach students the complexities and benefits 
of maintaining friendships and professional relationships. To do this, we 
strongly discourage participation in social media in favor of emphasizing 
in-person relationships. 
 
Participation on social media or other digital platforms—including posts, 
comments, likes, and follows, even if anonymous—that the school may 
reasonably interpret as derogatory or disrespectful in nature against 
individuals or the school are considered infractions punishable according to 
the severity of the incident by consequences up to and including suspension 
and expulsion. 
 
RESPECT FOR SCHOOL FACILITIES AND PROPERTY 
The school buildings, classrooms, facilities, furniture and surrounding 
properties should be treated with respect. Defacing or damaging any of the 
above will result in disciplinary measures. The following rules will be 
observed: 



●​ Food and drink must be consumed in the appropriate areas only. 
Trash must be disposed of properly. 

●​ Students shall not be in a classroom without a teacher present, 
unless a faculty member grants specific permission. 

●​ Textbooks are the property of the school and must be maintained 
properly. Students will pay for damage not caused by ordinary wear 
and tear. Notebooks provided by the school should be treated 
properly. 

●​ Student storage cubicles are property of the school and may be 
searched if the faculty suspects the presence of drugs, stolen 
property or other contraband. 

●​ In order to prevent the disturbance of classes, students are not 
permitted to loiter or wander through the hallways. 

 
The following areas are off-limits to students: 

●​ All administrative offices and faculty rooms (except with prior 
permission). 

●​ All unauthorized facilities of the St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
at any time, including hallways. 

 
DRIVING/AUTOMOBILES 
Brookewood School affords the privilege of driving to school to those 
students who have earned their drivers’ licenses, are allowed to do so by 
their parents, and demonstrate the personal judgment necessary to 
maintain this privilege. During the school day, students will not be 
permitted to go to their cars. 
 
Driving privileges may be revoked for the following reasons: 

●​ Driving recklessly 
●​ Persistent lateness to class 
●​ Using one’s car as a locker 
●​ Poor general deportment 
●​ Returning to one's car or driving during the school day, including 

during the lunch period 

OFF-CAMPUS PRIVILEGES FOR MORNING BREAK and 
LUNCH 
Students in grades 9–12 may walk to Safeway during Morning Break, if 
desired. They must return punctually for the 3rd period. 
 
During the lunch period, students in grade 8 and Upper School students 
who are in good standing are allowed freedom of the block defined by 
Armory Avenue, Howard Avenue, Fawcett Street, Mitchell Street, and 
Safeway and the area next to Reinhardt Park. Students in grades 11 and 12 
are allowed additional freedom to the corner of Kensington Parkway and 



Frederick Avenue (Old Town Market shopping center) and down 
Connecticut Avenue to Dunkin. Only juniors and seniors are allowed to 
cross Connecticut Avenue. Students are not permitted to drive or be driven 
off campus for lunch. 
 
This privilege may be revoked for not reporting on time to afternoon 
classes, misbehaving (and thus representing the school poorly) when out for 
lunch, or otherwise comporting oneself poorly at school. 
 
FOR PARENTS 
Hours of Operation 
Brookewood School will open at 8:00 am each morning and close at 4:30 
pm. 
 
Aftercare 
After-school care is provided for a fee from 3:30–4:30 pm on all full-length 
school days. This year the school will pay selected Brookewood 
upper-school students to supervise aftercare; during these times a 
responsible adult will be present on campus. 

●​ Students in the 5th grade and below who have not been picked up 
or who are not in a supervised school activity by 3:30 pm are 
required to report to aftercare. 

●​ As a general rule and in the interest of safety, all students on 
campus after 3:30 pm should be in the care of an adult, either in a 
supervised after-school activity or in the paid aftercare program. 

 
Students in grades K–5 will be brought to aftercare if they remain on 
campus without supervision during these times. 

●​ The fee for aftercare is $15 per family, regardless of time used, 
3:30–4:30 pm. 

●​ Aftercare will be billed to your FACTS account, quarterly. 
●​ All students must be picked up by 4:30 pm; a fee of $10 per half 

hour will be charged after 4:30 pm. 
 
PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES 
Parent-teacher meetings are held at the end of the first and second marking 
periods. Check the school calendar for dates and times. Back-to-School 
nights are held in September. Please contact teachers directly to arrange 
other meetings as necessary. 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
During the school year, Brookewood takes photographs of school activities 
involving students in order to convey the school's learning environment and 
community. Some photographs may capture students' participation, directly 
or indirectly. These photos may be published through our website, social 
media pages, newsletters, billboards, and ads. 



 
If you wish to have your child/children opt out, please contact the Director 
of Marketing, Glencora Pipkin, gpipkin@brookewood.org. 
 

 



BROOKEWOOD SCHOOL PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION (BSPA) 
BSPA is a volunteer organization whose purpose is to promote school 
community through the support of Brookewood programs and policies as 
well as various social and fund-raising events throughout the year. All 
parents and guardians of enrolled students are members of the Parents’ 
Association and are encouraged to give of their time and talents. BSPA 
meetings are held the first Wednesday of the month from October 
2025–June 2026 at 8:00 pm via Zoom. Please visit the Brookewood School 
Calendar on the Brookewood website for access to the meeting link. 
 
BSPA works in concert with the Office of Advancement. The following are 
typical ways BSPA and its volunteers contribute to the Brookewood 
community: 
 

●​ Room parents: Parents from each grade assist with special 
individual class activities and with necessary emails to members of 
the class. Room parents are asked to host or coordinate a class 
party during the school year, ideally at the beginning of the year, in 
whatever form works for the room parents (e.g., family potlucks). 
Room parents are also responsible for organizing class baskets for 
the Autumn Auction, as well as coordinating one faculty 
breakfast/or lunch over the course of the year. 

 
●​ Hospitality volunteers: Parent volunteers play a key role in helping 

make Brookewood School a friendly, welcoming place. Parents can 
volunteer to help on an ongoing basis throughout the year or sign 
up for a specific function. 

 
●​ Hot lunch: Sales are coordinated through BSPA with the help of 

parent volunteers. Hot Lunch is offered Monday through Friday. 
Hot lunch must be ordered in advance through the Brookewood 
Bistro website.  

 
●​ Spirit wear: BSPA selects items to help raise funds for Brookewood. 

BSPA uses the funds raised to contribute to purchases for faculty 
and staff needs.  

 



 
Brookewood School Parents’ Association 

 
 
Brookewood School Parents’ Association Roster 
Email: brookewoodbspa@gmail.com 
 
2025-2026 Executive Board: 
Caterina Watson, President​ ​ ​ brookewoodbspa@gmail.com 
 
TBD, Vice President 
 
Grace Konieczny, Co-Treasurer​ ​ ​ grace.konieczny@gmail.com 
 
Marcela Rodriguez, Co-Treasurer​​ ​ marcela_ua@yahoo.com 
 
Jennifer Pohlhaus, Secretary​ ​ ​ jennyinbox@gmail.com 
 
Monika Czarniecka, Board Member and​ ​ monia.k@gmail.com 
Spirit Wear Chair 
 
Jenny Ellis, Board Member and​ ​ ​ lennyjynn@gmail.com  
Hospitality Co-Chair 
 
Becca Hadley, Board Member and​​ ​ becca.hadley9@gmail.com​  
Hospitality Co-Chair 
 
Jenn Do, Board Member and​ ​ ​ jenn.do@me.com 
BSPA Fundraising Coordinator Chair 
 
2025-2026 Room Parents: 
Kindergarten:​ ​ Helen Perrottet​ helenperrottet@gmail.com 
​ ​ ​ Clarissa Li Toh​​ clarissaccl@gmail.com 
 
First Grade:​ ​ Jennifer McCarthy​ jgehretmccarthy@gmail.com 
​ ​ ​ Jenny Ellis​ ​ lennyjynn@gmail.com 
 
Second Grade:​​ Clarissa Frank​ ​ clarissa.dean@gmail.com 
​ ​ ​ Andrea Toledo​​ andreatoledog@gmail.com 
 
Third Grade:​ ​ Andrea Bickert​​ Andreabickert@gmail.com 
​ ​ ​ Ann Valliyakalayil​ ann.valliyakalayil@gmail.com 

 
Fourth Grade:​ ​ Beatriz Bonetti​​ beatrizdebonetti@gmail.com 
​ ​ ​ Mary Andrews​​ maryandrews83@gmail.com 
 
 



Fifth Grade:​ ​ Kim Gaudinski​​ kimberly.gaudinski@gmail.com 
​ ​ ​ Libby O’Neill​ ​ libbyoneill1@gmail.com 
 
Sixth Grade:​ ​ Sarah Holtz-Ayala​ sarah.holtzdeayala@gmail.com 
​ ​ ​ Lisa Alexander​​ lpalexander17@gmail.com 
 
Seventh Grade:​ Katherine Verderese​ klively@gmail.com 
​ ​ ​ Caitlin VanOrsdel​ cvanors@gmail.com 
 
Eighth Grade:​ ​ Claire Murray​ ​ claire.mccusker@gmail.com 
​ ​ ​ Erika Velasquez​ erikita7721@gmail.com​ 
 
Ninth Grade:​ ​ Heidi Sohng-Sinev​ sohngsinev@gmail.com 
​ ​ ​ Kelsey McAllister​ kelseysue02@gmail.com 
 
Tenth Grade:​ ​ Sarah Cutler​ ​ skateri@yahoo.com 
​ ​ ​ Christine Armstrong​ ccarmstrong18@icloud.com 
 
Eleventh Grade:​ Shannon Garvey​ shannonggarvey@gmail.com 
​ ​ ​ Gabriela Zuniga​ mgczuniga@gmail.com 
 
Twelfth Grade:​ Michela Donohue​ micheladonohue@aol.com 
​ ​ ​ Laura Stohlman​ laurastohlman@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



2025-2026 BROOKEWOOD SCHOOL CALENDAR 
 
August 2025​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
25-29​ Mon.-Fri.​ Faculty Workshop begins each day at 9:00 am with Mass 
28​ Thursday​ Back-to-School Cookout at Avalon (5:00-7:30 pm)​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
September 2025​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
1​ Monday​ NO SCHOOL - Labor Day​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
2​ Tuesday​ Orientation for K-8th grade (8:30 am-12:10 pm)​ ​  
3​ Wednesday​ Orientation for High School (8:30 am-12:10 pm)​ ​  
4​ Thursday​ First Full Day of School​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
5​ Friday​ ​ Opening All-School Mass (9:30 am), Afternoon Assembly ​
​ ​ ​ (1:30-3:15 pm)​  
9​ Tuesday​ Back-to-School Night, grades K-5 (7:00-9:00 pm)​ ​  
11​ Thursday​ Back-to-School Night, grades 6-8 (7:00-9:00 pm)​ ​  
16​ Tuesday​ Back-to-School Night, grades 9-12 (7:00-9:00 pm)​  
26​ Friday​ ​ HALF-DAY, 12:10 pm Dismissal, Faculty Meeting 
30​ Tuesday​ School Picture Day​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
October 2025​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
3​ Friday​ ​ First Friday All-School Mass (9:30 am)​​ ​ ​  
7​ Tuesday​ Our Lady of the Rosary All-School Mass (8:45 am), Rosary, ​
​ ​ ​ Field Day​  
9​ Thursday​ PSAT/NMSQT (grades 9-11), College Counseling (grade 12), ​
​ ​ ​ Half-Day for 9-12 only 
10​ Friday​ ​ Homecoming Dance​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
13​ Monday​ NO SCHOOL - Columbus Day​​ ​  
24​ Friday​ ​ NO SCHOOL - Archdiocesan Professional Day for Teachers​  
25​ Saturday​ Admissions Open House (1:00-3:00 pm), Autumn Auction​  
31​ Friday​ ​ All Hallows Eve Festival (afternoon), End of First Marking 
​ ​ ​ Period​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
November 2025​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
3​ Monday​ All Saints' Day, All-School Mass (8:45 am), Capture-the-Flag; ​
​ ​ ​ Senior Picture Day/Make-Up​ ​  
7​ Friday​ ​ First Friday All-School Mass (9:30 am); HALF-DAY, 12:10 pm ​
​ ​ ​ Dismissal; Parent-Teacher Conferences (2:00-5:30 pm)​  
11​ Tuesday​ Veterans Day Celebration (11:10 am-12:10 pm) 
25​ Tuesday​ St. Cecilia's Day Festival (1:30-3:15 pm), Thanksgiving Break ​
​ ​ ​ begins at 3:15 pm​ ​ ​ ​  
27​ Thursday​ Thanksgiving Day​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​  
December 2025​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
1​ Monday​ Classes Resume​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
5​ Friday​ ​ First Friday All-School Mass (9:30 am)​​ ​ ​  
8​ Monday​ Feast of the Immaculate Conception Celebration, All-School 
​ ​ ​ Mass (8:45 am), Capture-the-Flag 
16​ Tuesday​ Christmas Concert, 6:00 pm 
17​ Wednesday​ Poetry Out Loud​  
19​ Friday​ ​ HALF-DAY, 12:10 pm Dismissal, Christmas Break Begins 
25​ Thursday​ Christmas Day - Holy Day of Obligation​ ​ ​
​  



January 2026​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
1​ Thursday​ Solemnity of Mary - Holy Day of Obligation​ ​ ​  
5​ Monday​ Classes Resume​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
8​ Thursday​ Alumnae Tea 
9​ Friday​ ​ Family Contra Dance (7:30-11:00 pm)​ ​ ​ ​  
19​ Monday​ NO SCHOOL - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day​ ​ ​  
20-22​ Tues.-Thurs.​ Upper School Mid-Term Exams​ ​ ​ ​  
23​ Friday​ ​ HALF-DAY, 12:10 pm Dismissal, March for Life, End of 2nd ​
​ ​ ​ Marking Period​ ​ ​ ​  
30​ Friday​ ​ HALF-DAY, 12:10 pm Dismissal, Parent-Teacher Conferences 
​ ​ ​ (2:00-5:30 pm)​​  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
February 2026​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
6​ Friday​ ​ First Friday All-School Mass (9:30 am); Father-Daughter ​
​ ​ ​ Dance (7:00-10:00 pm)​​ ​  
9​ Monday​ NO SCHOOL - Headmaster's Holiday​ ​ ​ ​  
13​ Friday​ ​ HALF-DAY, 12:10 pm Dismissal​​ ​ ​ ​  
16​ Monday​ NO SCHOOL - Presidents' Day 
17​ Tuesday​ Carnevale (1:45-3:15 pm)​  
18​ Wednesday​ Ash Wednesday, All-School Mass (11:30 am) 
27-1​ Fri.-Sun.​ Avalon-Brookewood School Play​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
March 2026​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
5​ Thursday​ Middle School Science Fair (9:00-11:00 am)​ ​ ​  
6​ Friday​ ​ First Friday All-School Mass (9:30 am)​​ ​ ​  
9-13​ Mon.-Fri.​ National Latin Exams, National Italian Exams​​ ​  
19​ Thursday​ HALF-DAY, 12:10 pm Dismissal, Gala Practice, ​  
​ ​ ​ St. Joseph Pilgrimage, Brookewood to Avalon (4:30 pm);​  
20​ Friday​ ​ NO SCHOOL - Gala Rehearsal 
21​ Saturday​ Avalon-Brookewood Maryland Day Gala​  
25​ Wednesday​ Maryland Day, Capture-the-Flag, All-School Mass (11:30 am)​  
27​ Friday​ ​ End of 3rd Marking Period​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
April 2026​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
1​ Wednesday​ Easter Break begins at 3:15 pm​ ​ ​ ​  
3​ Friday​ ​ Good Friday, Way of the Cross in DC​ ​ ​ ​  
5​ Sunday​​ Easter Sunday​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
13​ Monday​ Classes Resume​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
17​ Friday​ ​ HALF-DAY, 12:10 pm Dismissal, Madeline, Sacagawea,  
​ ​ ​ Jane Austin Day​  
24​ Friday​ ​ HALF-DAY, 12:10 pm Dismissal, Grandparent’s Day, Mass ​
​ ​ ​ (9:00 am); Brookewood-Avalon Junior-Senior Prom​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
May 2026​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
1​ Friday​ ​ First Friday All-School Mass (9:30 am) 
4-15​ Mon.-Fri.​ AP Exams​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
12​ Tuesday​ Last Day of Classes for Seniors​ ​ ​ ​  
 
May 2026 
13-14​ Wed.-Thurs.​ Senior Class Exams​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
15​ Friday​ ​ Medieval Festival Day, Mass (8:45 am)​ ​ ​ ​  
16​ Saturday​ 19th Annual Pilgrimage, All Day​ ​ ​ ​  



19​ Tuesday​ Senior Breakfast (9:00 am), Graduation Practice (9:50 am), ​
​ ​ ​ House Cup and Language Awards (10:35 am) 
21​ Thursday​ Avalon-Brookewood Baccalaureate Mass, 7:30 pm​ ​  
22​ Friday​ ​ HALF-DAY, 12:10 pm Dismissal, Faculty Meeting​ ​  
23​ Saturday​ Graduation Ceremony, 10:00 am​ ​ ​ ​  
25​ Monday​ NO SCHOOL - Memorial Day​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
27​ Wednesday​ 8th Grade Dinner, 7:00 pm​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
TBD​ TBD​ ​ Camping Trips for Lower and Middle Schools​​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
June 2026​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
2-4​ Tues.-Thurs.​ Final Exams (Grades 9-11)​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
5​ Friday​ ​ HALF-DAY 12:10 pm Dismissal, First Friday All-School Mass ​
​ ​ ​ (9:30 am), Last Day of School, Closing Assembly (11:15 am) 
13-20​ Sat.-Sat.​ Mustard Seed Mission Trip to Jamaica​  
8-21​ Mon.-Sun.​ Camino of Maryland​  

 



GRADUATION AWARDS 

Brookewood strives to help every student grow in character. The qualities 
Brookewood values find expression in the five awards we give to graduating 
seniors: 

The Joseph W. McPherson Award goes to a senior who best exemplifies the 
qualities that Joseph W. McPherson, founding headmaster, brought to 
Brookewood School—a love for the True, the Good, and the Beautiful, as 
expressed in the ardent exercise of intellectual curiosity, the sharing of 
ideas, and the capacity to experience in beauty the wonder and the praise of 
the Creator. 

The Vince Family Prize recipient best exemplifies those qualities Charmie 
Vince and her family brought to the founding of Brookewood School: 
great-hearted generosity and cheerful liveliness. 

The recipient of the Cardinal’s Award for Catholic Citizenship best 
demonstrates Catholic principles and values at school and in her personal 
attributes. 

The Maryland State Merit Scholarship is presented to the senior who has 
the highest GPA over the four years of high school. 

The Michael T. Stroot Award is given in recognition of the graduating 
senior who best exemplifies the qualities that Mike Stroot brought to 
Brookewood School, namely, generosity, wit, intellectual acumen. This 
student best represents Mike’s motto, “Keep Smilin.’”




