Brookewood School
Summer Listening, Reading, and Poetry 2026
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Summer Listening

Lower School:

K-2: Prokofiev’s Peter and the Wolf

3-5: Saint-Saéns’s Carnwal of the Animals

Middle School:
Mozart’s Eine Kleine Nachtmusic and 1st movement of Symphony No 40 in G-Minor

Upper School:
Rachmaninoff ’s Piano Concerto No. 2 in C Minor
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Summer Reading and Poems for Recitation
Kindergarten

Reading:

The Duchess Bakes a Cake by Virginia Kahl

The Story About Ping by Marjorie Flack and Kurt Wiese
Curious George by H.A. Rey

Poem to memorize:

“Mice” by Rose Fyleman
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Grade 1

Reading:

Blueberries for Sal by Robert McCloskey

Miss Rumphius by Barbara Clooney

Mass Nelson Is Missing by Harry Allard and James Marshall
Poem to memorize:

“Clouds” by Christina Rossetti
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Grade 2

Reading:

Fiog and Toad are Friends by Arnold Lobel
Mercy Watson to the Rescue by Kate DiCamillo
Nate the Great by Majorie Weinman Sharmat
Poem to memorize:

"Trees" by Joyce Kilmer
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Grade 3

Reading:

Lattle House in the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls Wilder

The Good Master by Kate Seredy

Babe, The Gallant Pig by Dick King-Smith

Poem to memorize:

"Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening" by Robert Frost
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Grade 4

Reading:

The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis
Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell

Poem to memorize:

“My Shadow” by Robert Louis Stevenson
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Grade 5

Reading:

The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett
Johnny Tremain by Esther Forbes

Poem to memorize:
“Silver” by Walter de la Mare

Grade 6

Reading:
Anne of Green Gables by L.M. Montgomery
Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Patterson

Poem to memorize:

“I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud” by William Wordsworth
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Grade 7

Reading:
The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate by Jacqueline Kelly
Bloomability by Sharon Creech

Poem to memorize:
“The Jabberwocky” by Lewis Carroll
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Grade 8

Reading:
Lattle Women by Louisa May Alcott
Hattie Big Sky by Kirby Larson

Poem to memorize:

“The Gift Outright” by Robert Frost
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Grade 9

Reading: Upper School Summer Reading Groups, as assigned (see below)
Poem to memorize:
“On First Looking Into Chapman’s Homer” by John Keats
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Grade 10

Reading: Upper School Summer Reading Groups, as assigned (see below)
Piece to memorize: excerpt from Henry V by William Shakespeare:

This day is called the feast of Crispian:

He that outlives this day, and comes safe home,
Will stand a tip-toe when the day is named,
And rouse him at the name of Crispian.

He that shall live this day, and see old age,

Will yearly on the vigil feast his neighbours,
And say "To-morrow is Saint Crispian.’

Then will he strip his sleeve and show his scars.
And say "These wounds I had on Crispin's day.'
Old men forget: yet all shall be forgot,

But he'll remember with advantages

What feats he did that day: then shall our names
Familiar in his mouth as household words
Harry the king, Bedford and Exeter,

Warwick and Talbot, Salisbury and Gloucester,
Be in their flowing cups freshly remember'd.
This story shall the good man teach his son;
And Crispin Crispian shall ne'er go by,

From this day to the ending of the world,

But we in it shall be remember'd;

We few, we happy few, we band of brothers;
For he to-day that sheds his blood with me
Shall be my brother; be he ne'er so vile,

This day shall gentle his condition:

And gentlemen in England now a-bed



Shall think themselves accursed they were not here,
And hold their manhoods cheap whiles any speaks
That fought with us upon Saint Crispin's day.
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Grade 11:
AP English Language

1. Reading: Upper School Reading Groups, as assigned (see below)
2. The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald (book and study questions available from Mrs. Walsh)
3. Poem to memorize: “One Art” by Elizabeth Bishop

OR
Grade 11:
English IIT

1. Reading: Upper School Reading Groups, as assigned (see below)
2. Poem to memorize: “O Me! O Life!” by Walt Whitman
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Grade 12:

AP English Literature and Composition

1. Reading: Upper School Reading Groups, as assigned (see below)

2. Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoyevsky, trans. Oliver Ready (book available from Mrs.
Walsh)

3. Draft of College Essay (see below for prompts)

4. Poem to memorize: Excerpt from “Little Gidding” from 7The Four Quartets by 'T.S. Eliot

With the drawing of this Love and the voice of this Calling
We shall not cease from exploration

And the end of all our exploring

Will be to arrive where we started

And know the place for the first time.
Through the unknown, remembered gate
When the last of earth left to discover

Is that which was the beginning;

At the source of the longest river

The voice of the hidden waterfall

And the children in the apple-tree

Not known, because not looked for

But heard, half-heard, in the stillness
Between two waves of the sea.

Quick now, here, now, always--

A condition of complete simplicity
(Costing not less than everything)

And all shall be well and

All manner of thing shall be well

When the tongues of flames are in-folded
Into the crowned knot of fire

And the fire and the rose are one.



OR

Grade 12:

English IV

1. Upper School Summer Reading Groups (see below)

2. Draft of College Essay (see below for prompts)

3. Poem to memorize: “The Splendor Falls” by Alfred, Lord Tennyson
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The Common Application Essay Prompts for 202627 can be found here:
https:/ /www.commonapp.org/apply/essay-prompts



Summer Reading 2026 Name
Brookewood Upper School

Continuing the tradition established in 2017, the Brookewood Upper School summer reading program
allows students some choice in their summer reading books, in hopes of sustaining students’ love of literature
in a variety of ways: as a window into others’ lives, as a mirror that shows them possible versions of
themselves, as a safe way to work out problems, as a quiet teacher, as a companion. Reading a book together
and across grade levels can also make new shared experiences within our community, adding to our common
cultural language. Choose your books carefully, but also know that all groups have been carefully crafted to
provide an excellent experience for all students.

Students are responsible for acquiring copies of their chosen books to read during the summer, and then they
are required to have the books in the class meetings through the month of September. If there are two,
three, or four books listed for your group, yes, you are required to read all of them. Families
should buy an inexpensive copy of the book, rather than using a library copy, so that students can annotate
and re-read as we discuss the book.

At the first class meeting, an in-class assessment will be given on the books, in order to allow students to
demonstrate accountability—everyone’s having read the books will make the discussions richer and more
enjoyable for all. This assessment, designed to take 15 minutes of the first meeting, will count as one of your
first English grades of the year; your summer reading teacher may replace this assessment with an essay or
other writing assignment due at that first meeting. There will be two discussions of the books, to take place in
September.

AP English Literature students can expect an additional, significant novel for summer reading. AP English
Language students will also have a book for summer reading, but it won’t be a major tome.

Preference will be given to students on the basis of seniority. Juniors, you may sign up Monday,
May 18, to be assured of your first choice. I will try to accommodate as many other first choices as possible.
Sophomores may sign up beginning Wednesday, May 20; current ninth-graders may sign up on Friday, May
22; current eighth-graders get their turn on Tuesday, May 26. By Friday, May 29, groups will be complete
and the rest of the summer assignments, by class, should be available.

*%*To sign up, please indicate your first, second, and third choices of groups.**%*
Please direct any questions to me (Mrs. Walsh).

The identities of the teachers assigned to the various groups will be revealed in September—you should
choose the book, not the teacher. Teachers are sworn to silence on this matter.



Group 1

The Quiet American by Graham Greene
Falling Off the Map: Some Lonely Places of The World by Pico lyer

Join a fictional American journalist in the Vietnam of the 1950s as tensions mount, and a real-life essayist
who observes “lonely” places of the world (including Iceland, Cuba, Vietnam, and others) at the end of the
20th Century. Read together, Greene’s novel and Iyer’s essay collection present places, cultures, and
experiences different from our own. They invite us to explore ideas about American exceptionalism, post-
colonialism, faith, and community through compelling, beautiful writing by two of the premiere travel writers
of recent history.

Group 2

The American Spirit by David McCullough
American History by David Rubenstein

David McCullough, the most honored historian in the United States, compiles a selection of his speeches at
famous colleges and universities, before Congress, at the White House, and at other esteemed institutions.
Each talk is loaded with insight, storytelling, and wisdom about things that have made America great.

Philanthropist David Rubenstein sits down with famous biographers who wrote about more famous people.
They know their subjects intimately. One author spent 20 years researching the life of President Lyndon
Johnson. It is a good cross-section of US Presidents and other famous people such as Benjamin Franklin and

Charles Lindbergh.

The two books together will give you a good grasp of American History in a deep and
entertaining manner.

Group 3

Rainer Maria Rilke, Letters to a Young Poet
Steven Pressfield, The War of Art
Haruki Murakami, What I Talk About When I Talk About Running

These three short selections take distinct approaches to the creative life. Steven Pressfield’s cleverly titled
classic The War of Art helps aspiring writers and artists overcome resistance in the creative process, with
Pressfield seeing the battle in theological terms. Murakami, possibly the most acclaimed novelist living today,
writes about writing using running (his hobby and passion outside of writing novels) as a metaphor to make
points about daily practice as well as about pain and difficulty. Rainer Maria Rilke, writing Letlers at the
beginning of the twentieth century, is more interested in the whole of the young poet’s life, urging the poet to
live more in the questions of life than in the necessity of having clear answers.

Students choosing this group can expect practical advice as well as inspiration. All three texts are overtly
about writing, and the lessons can find application in all creative and human endeavors. These accessible but
sophisticated selections can be a good accompaniment to the creative projects you have going this summer.



Group 4

Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston
Passing by Nella Larsen

Set in rural Florida in the late 1920’s and early 1930°s, Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Thurston is
a coming-of-age story focusing on Janie Mae Crawford’s journey towards self-realization, independence, and
authentic love.

Nella Larsen’s novella Passing, set in 1920’s Harlem and Chicago, explores racial ambiguity, social
performance, and obsession. Centered on light-skinned Irene Redfield and her childhood friend Clare
Kendry—who passes as white—the story follows their tense reconnection and the psychological toll of
concealing identity, both physical and emotional.

We’ll explore the common themes in both books, including identity, gender, power, nature, and community.

Group 5

Man's Search_for Meaning by Viktor Frankl

The Road by Cormac McCarthy

The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway
Hospital Sketches by Louisa May Alcott

We will ground this reading group in Viktor Frankl's short, powerful memoir and then explore man's search
for meaning in three other works. McCarthy's apocalyptic novel is harrowingly hopeful as it follows a father
and son along this very road searching for meaning. Hemingway's classic novella is about an old man trying to
bring in the catch of a lifetime while considering what the quest is truly all about. Finally, Alcott's memoir
provides snapshots of her time as a nurse during the Civil War and her care of soldiers from both sides of the
conflict. The themes of relationship and the dignity of the human person are central to these works.

Group 6

My God and My All: The Life of Saint Francis of Assisi by Elizabeth Goudge
1776 by David McCullough

Wait, did I just read those two titles in the same summer reading grouping? Uh-huh! This year marks both
the 800t Anniversary of the death of St. Francis of Assisi and 250 years since the founding of our country.
For the former occasion, Pope Leo has declared a special jubilee Year of St. Francis spurring us all to imitate
the Poor One of Assisi. Novelist Elizabeth Goudge retells the life of the world’s favorite saint for a modern
audience. Then, 1776, of course, was a watershed moment in history which saw the American colonies
declare independence from the mighty British Empire. The book chronicles the critical first year of the
American Revolutionary War, focusing on George Washington and his Continental Army as they faced
overwhelming odds against the British.



___Group 7
East of Eden by John Steinbeck

In his journal, Nobel Prize winner John Steinbeck called East of Eden "the first book," and indeed it has the
primordial power and simplicity of myth. Set in the rich farmland of California's Salinas Valley, this
sprawling and often brutal novel follows the intertwined destinies of two families—the Trasks and the
Hamiltons—whose generations helplessly reenact the fall of Adam and Eve and the poisonous rivalry of

Cain and Abel.

The masterpiece of Steinbeck’s later years, Fast of Eden is a work in which Steinbeck created his most
mesmerizing characters and explored his most enduring themes: the mystery of identity, the inexplicability of
love, and the murderous consequences of love's absence.

Groups 8 and 9 are open to 9th and 10th graders only; 9th and 10th graders may choose any
group 1-8; 11th and 12th graders may choose any group 1-6.

Group 8 (open to 9th and 10th grades only):

The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry
Haroun and the Sea of Stories by Salman Rushdie

Haroun and the Sea of Stories and The Little Prince are both books about children that children could understand.
However, much like myths or fairy tales, both pieces use their genre to explore deep philosophical themes
such as hope, truth, beauty, and the meaning of life.

Group 9 (open to 9th and 10th grades only):

The Chronicles of Narma by C.S. Lewis

C.S. Lewis’s classic series imagines another world created and governed by God. Explore this world with the
children from our world who are brought there by a driving force outside of their control to discover
something deeper and more real about our world and existence itself. These books are intended for a younger
audience, but the themes and ideas warrant deeper philosophical and theological reflection.

Please read them in the published order:
The Lion, the Wiich, and the Wardrobe
Prince Caspran

The Voyage of the Dawn Treader

The Silver Chair

The Horse and His Boy

The Magician’s Nephew

The Last Battle





